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13 year old, family take on Crohn’s with NBA’s Nance Jr.
By TODD SLISS
Scarsdale’s 13-year-old Noah Weber was surprised
to find he had something in common with 24-yearold Larry Nance Jr., a 6-foot-9, 230-pound power forward for the Los Angeles Lakers. That discovery has
led the two to a partnership that has impacted both
their lives and the lives of others in a meaningful way.
Weber, now an eighth-grader at Scarsdale Middle
School, was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease two
years ago at age 11, Nance Jr. eight years ago when
he was 16. Weber found this commonality after an
online search, and he and his family reached out to
Nance Jr. as Weber was seeking emotional support.
That relationship turned into Weber founding Athletes vs. Crohn’s and Colitis (AVC), with Nance Jr.
on board as a major supporter.
“Once I met Larry I started feeling better, doing
better,” Weber said. “Just having a person you can
connect to is good. We’re trying to create a mentorship program. We want to give a scholarship for a kid
for college. We want to raise money and give it to
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. And we want to
give money to my doctor, who is very involved with
research in Crohn’s in kids.”
On Friday, June 2, from 6-10 p.m., at SUNY Purchase, Athletes vs. Crohn’s and Colitis will hold its
inaugural fundraising event, a three-on-three basketball tournament, which is being run by Scarsdale’s
Danny Bernstein, of Backyard Sports. While tourney
entries are sold out, spectators are welcome for a $10
entrance fee and other donations are welcome.
Nance Jr. and Yankees great Mariano Rivera will
both be at the fundraising event.
“Having been diagnosed with Crohn’s at a young
age, I understand what kids like Noah are experiencing,” Nance Jr. said in a press release. “You’re supposed to be living a carefree life, worrying about
friends and school, and then you get handed a diagnosis that changes everything. Many kids feel alone,
and I hope that Athletes vs. Crohn’s will help them
feel supported and inspired to pursue their dreams,
despite their diagnosis.”
In addition to raising money and awareness, Weber’s goal is to create a mentorship and support program for youngsters who have Crohn’s disease. That
network is already starting to build. Weber and Nance
Jr. are the first in a long line of pairings to come.
According to chronsandcolitis.com, “Crohn’s disease is a chronic inflammatory bowel disease (IBD)
characterized by inflammation of the digestive, or
gastrointestinal (GI) tract.” It is a debilitating autoimmune disease with no cure.
When he was 11 years old, Weber stopped growing.
He was also suffering from stomach pains and a lack
of energy. His physician caught early what his doctor
parents did not — it was Crohn’s. He probably had it
for about a year.
“At first I didn’t really know what to expect,” Weber said. “I had lived a pretty normal life before that.
It didn’t change much. Just a little diet change, medication every once in a while. The stomach pain was
probably the worst, but otherwise most things were
pretty normal.”
Weber is understating what he’s been through, partially because after that first year of trial and error with
tests and medication things are as close to “normal” as
they can be for him.
“He had a very, very difficult time the first year
after his diagnosis,” mom Pamela Weber said. “He’s
currently on a great medication and he’s doing well.
It took a year in and out of the hospital with different
medications, IV infusions, anaphylactic reactions, very
serious medical issues that hopefully he’s forgotten
some of them. Every patient with Crohn’s, this is one
of the tricky things that there’s no one medication. It
totally depends on the patient. You have to keep tweaking and trying to find the right balance of medications.
“He still gets infusions and injections, iron infusions. Now he knows Larry gets infusions. They have
similar experiences with medications. It can be a
bumpy, difficult path to get there. It’s the entire family
and the patient.”
In addition to the physical effects, Weber was negatively impacted by missing school, missing sports,
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Pamela, Noah, Sydney and Cory Weber are preparing for the Athletes vs. Crohn’s hoops tourney.

Larry Nance Jr. and Noah Weber have formed
a friendship based on their common ground
through Crohn’s Disease. They have teamed up
to help others.
missing camp. He felt alone, like he was the only one.
Once the medication was just right, the other piece to
the puzzle was the comfort brought by his newfound
bond with Nance Jr.
“He told me he wanted to get more involved in
Crohn’s,” Weber said. “I was thinking how could I

bring this big name athlete to draw attention to a disease that’s not talked about a lot. I figured I might as
well make it athletic since he’s a basketball player. I
thought of this idea for Athletes vs. Crohn’s and to
start it off with a three-on-three basketball tournament is just always fun.”
What sparked Weber searching for athletes who have
Crohn’s was seeing Olympic medal-winning swimmer
Kathleen Baker on television. Baker has Crohn’s and
thanked her doctors for getting her to a level where she
could be at her best. The only name Weber recognized
online was Nance Jr. The rest is history.
Like Baker and Nance Jr., Weber wants to live up to
his potential both on and off the playing field.
Weber has become well versed on the subject and
gave a standing room-only presentation in March at
Westchester Reform Temple and was interviewed on
ESPN Radio by Bill Daughtry.
“This is something that’s genuine, it means something and I think that’s why he can speak so well to
it,” dad Cory said. “We’ve helped him along the way
from when the idea started and we have had a lot of
support, which has been amazing.”
Ever since the talk at WRT and the radio interview,
word has been spreading about the foundation and the
tournament. The Webers have gotten many contacts
from people asking for help and to get involved. Weber has begun serving as a mentor already.
The AVC logo was designed by one of Weber’s
camp friend’s moms, a graphic designer who has
Crohn’s. The website designer? Has Crohn’s, too.
“It’s nice there is this community of people who have
come together to support the cause,” Cory said. “In a
short period of time they have accomplished a lot.”
Sister Sydney, a Scarsdale High School junior, has also
taken a role. She was away at camp when her brother was
first diagnosed and received the shock of a full explanation upon coming home. “At first it was hard, but we kind
of were all able to figure it out,” Sydney said. “We had
a lot of connections with doctors, which made it easier.”
Sydney is heading up the AVC junior board. Part of
her duties include recruiting teen volunteers for the
basketball tournament.
“One of my main interests is community service
and helping out the community and it’s great for
me to be able to participate in something that’s very
meaningful,” she sad. “Being the head of the junior
board is something I’ve always looked to do.”
June 2 is only the beginning for Weber, Nance Jr.
and AVC.
“Now that I’ve started this organization it’s been a
pretty cool experience with Larry Nance Jr., and it’s
brought some new windows to my life that I wouldn’t
have seen before,” Weber said.

